Still Way Out West 
Summer of 69 +1(69 +J69 + 

Dear Mr. Roger S. Cohen, Jr.: 

I just can't wait to get my hands on "The Breast of Penni 
Wyse". One big one has got to be better than a couple little ones. 

I've never heard of such a thing. Just imagine! I am sure that you no¬ 
ticed that a grand total of 7 and 1/2 of my definitive articles are 
to be included, whereas I have already noticed that only 2 + 0/2 of 
your articles are to be included of which 1 + 0/2 was a quiz which 
you probably wrote to find out the correct answers, but I didn't send 
you the answers nor did any of my closet allies. Mr. Collinschnorrer 
has been in the closet taking pictures of Jack Daniels' large cents and 
writing long, long sentences about each and every pretty penny. Just 
imagine getting paid for doing things in the closet! I get paid for 
writing things in the dark, but I cheat: I close my eyes and try to 
unscramble all the things other people have said. They didn't know 
that I remember everything without writing it down. I just wish that 
they knew what they were talking about so that my brain would not be 
filled with all those errors. But part of knowing everything is 
knowing the truth as well as the falsies. Do you know, Mr. Col 1in¬ 
schnorrer (If there were two s's in that name it would come out 
better at the end of a line!) told me that it didn't matter if you 
could not tell them apart as long as they pay me by the word? That 
reminds me of something else. Did you notice as I did that your 
friend with all the initials did not get any of his concise, witty, 
and tell-it-1ike-it-is articles included in "The Breast"? That's 
what you get for trying to save paper, ink, and money. He could 
never write an encyclopaedia like I can or a second edition like 


you did. Why are first editions so valuable? All of my fine books 
are first editions! No need to ever print more than our market re¬ 
search staff tells us to. Why haven't you sent me any vicious 
letter's about my new large cent encyclopaedia? You're not just lying 
in wait are you? I bet I know why not. You're not jealous about it 
as you were with the half cents. But aren't you in a snit that they 
didn't ask you instead of me? Maybe if you had spent your time 
listening to everyone as I did instead of concentrating on facts 
and logic and whatever else you tricky people do, then maybe, just 
maybe you might have been asked. I had to accept a co-author, what¬ 
ever that is. He doesn't have a beard, not even a mustache, but I 
hear that he has had a whole lot of wives, not just one or two like 
you and me. He sounds like a real collector to me. I have always 
made out pretty well with collectors. Mr. Collinschnorrer says that 
I can have my way with him. I bet this guy doesn't know what that 
means back at the Institute. Did you ever figure out who wrote those 
letters attributed to me? Everyone said they sounded like me, but 
were sure that you wrote them. But I couldn't explain to them why 
you would have written a letter to yourself. I've heard of people 
playing with themselves but letters, never. So maybe I did write 
them. Please don't let Mr. Collinschnorrer or any of my entourage 
know about this. It takes a long time tojjjX^build a good entourage 

Piece, 

vs 

P.S. 


Promise not to tell? 


RARE COIN SERVICES, INC. 

P.O. Box 3744 • Silver Spring, MD 20901 

Telephone: 301-593-7898 
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"The finest catalogue ever 
|produced on this series." 

-Walter Breen! 
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From the Desk of 
WALTER 

IHE"»ENCYCLOPiDIA»ii"HERET7TTTTTTTT 

Now you peons will use it!!!!!!!! 

Your LORD and master has spoken!! 

This colossal masterpiece will be 
used as the ONLY REFERENCE hence¬ 
forth on the subject of US Half 
Cents!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

To do otherwise will result in 
your excommunication!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

I have labored long and hard and 
a I I data is the gospel !!!!!!!!!!!! 

Any other person is an ICONOCLAST! 

I claim complete and absolute au¬ 
thority.All previous writers do not 
have my astrological powers!!!!!!!! 

You will now read and be beholden 
to ONLY ME!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ! 














Earth 

‘3 Months from Now 1 

Dear Roger S. Cohen, Jr., 

I thank my lucky stars that you had the good sense, not 
my poor half sense, to publish your standard reference work. Why 
didn't you tell me abput 'schnorrers' long agD? These schnorrers 
have a real bad scent to thlem after a year of fooling me with their 
promises. Do I have to wait for my royalty checks from the 
aMericAn institute of Numismatic REsearrch, uninc. until the 
encyclopediae are sent out? I think that Schnorrer cashes the 
checks and keeps the money. He says he has expenses but I have to 
eat - those cookies aren't free you know. At least FCI was in¬ 
corporated, and sold stock, and sold my books, and had stock options, 
and bonuses, and a Christmas party for some of us, and sent me to 
EAC meetings where I could memorize all the things everybody else 
knew. But everyone there had your book - do you think they will 
buy mine too? In the meantime a small bird made its nest in my 
beard and makes droppings on my plates - Ms. Liberty should have 
kept her cap on! Mr. Collins (that's not his real name, he just 
uses that - he says everybody in Hollywood does it - but how can I 
remember all these names if these poeple keep getting new ones?) 
says don't worry, he's an expert photographer and can make a picture 
of the bird droppings in flight. Why can't he just cut out all this 
shit? I am going to write to Mr. Collinschnorrer and seek permission, 
that's what Mr. Apfeltree always made me do - he would never pay my 
expenses unless I asked first, if I can ask you to list me in the back 
of your book - I think there might be room for one more name at the 
bottom. Do you think if we list everybody who bought your book in 


the back of my Book that they would buy a copy or would Mr. Co11in- 
schnorrer have to send back their money and not give me any - not even 
the interest he's been collecting? He says I should think of him as 
my friend - a sort of new father, or an uncle( can he be both?) - he's 
getting older but barely old enough to be my 'little half brother.' 

Why does he say all these tricky things? Dr. Sheldon was always doing 
that and showing me those pictures of naked men in his other book when¬ 
ever I brought him a new penny - he was such a skin-flynt. Maybe you've 
seen that book with those skinny fellows and the fat ones and the ones 
with all the muscles. He said you could tell what kind of persons they 
were just by looking at them in the all-together. If only he was still 
around to look at Mr. Col 1inschnorrer and tell me what to do! 

Oh my - I'm probably boring you with all my troubles. You seem to 
know everything and understand it all too. And you didn't even talk 
to Mr. Hanson! How did you find out everything without talking to him 
or copying my notes, and now you're telling all our secrets and you 
didn't mention him in your book either? If there isn't room for both 
our names in your next edition, please use mine. And please mention 
my Book next time (Mr. Col 1 inschnorrer says it will be out before then) 
if not as a reference, how about under ERRATA. 

Astrologically yours, 

W3 

Everybody's Expert 

WB/wb 

P.S. Before I forget - How do you know what to put on the ERRATA 
page before you write the book? - Mr. Cohen you absolutely 
astound and jpemrfZe' mesmerize me. 


P.P.S. Before I forget again - 
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ten folks he was upset about 1 don t 
feel he should have wasted our time 
with an entire page of lecturing, no 
to say anything more profound 
than greed is bad. 

David Jackson 


Dallas, Texas 


A charitable deduction? 

Has the Internal Revenue Sendee 
made a decision on whether apor- 
tion of the price of the Olymp c 
coins is considered a Cantab e 
contribution? If you had an article 
in the News 1 missed it. 

Donald Loppnow 


news 

1ER 11,1982 
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'•to preside! SeiondCLts* 


Racine, Wis. 

Editor’s note:The bill which 
Congress passed authorizing 
the Olympic com progra 
does not allow a tax deduction 
on the portion of the P u *; cha8 * 
price which is forwarded to 
the various Olympic commit¬ 
tees. A direct contribution to 
the U.S. Olympic teams, how¬ 
ever, is still an allowable 
deduction. 


Odd Corner fan 

For a number of years, I was a 
subscriber to your competitors 
weekly newspaper. I made the 
switch two years ago pnmanly due 
to Alan Herbert’s weekly Odd Cor¬ 
ner column. 

As an error collector, I came to 
appreciate the fact that Alan’s col¬ 
umn consistently went to the heart 
of matters vitally important to tne 

error hobby. For example, Alan has 

been stressing the very real need for 
standardized terminology in con- 


Bob Larkin John J. Kaput 

Phoenixville, Pa. Carpentersville, RL_ 

Editor’s note: We recognize 
that Odd Corner has been a 
popular feature in tl > e N * ws 
for many years and that we 
are fortunate to have aW 
expert like Alan Herbert a^ 
one of our resources for infor¬ 
mation relating to the entire 
minting process. 

However, we also recogtnze 
that error and variety collect 
ing - while popular -- ia * 

.penalized field of the hobby 
and, as a general numismatid 
publication, the “News must 
appeal to many specialized 
interests of this type. 

Therefore, Odd Corner wai 
■ witched recently from a 
weekly frequency to * 
biweekly frequency. We fee 
this will allow the “News *« 


Attempt to discredit 

Any person receiving copies of a 
letter purportedly from me, 

W.B., and dated, “Earth, three 
months from now,” are warned that 
this is a crude and malicious forgery 
intended to discredit me and stir up 
discord among my fn * nd8 > * 8 P®, 

daily those concerned with the 

forthcoming Encyclopedia of U.b. 
.Half Cents. 

Copies have been mailed from 
Georgia, Illinois, Arizona and prob¬ 
ably other states. Jack Collins sec. 
ond heart attack occured while this 
forged letter was being read aloud 
in his hearing. 

Walter Breen 


JT*II To: T ... 

790 L STATE ST. ^ 
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exclusive distributorship by: 

M. MECHRIG & SONS 
5352 Wttshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90036 




Please send me The Standard Reference AMERICAN HALF CENTS 2nd Edition 
(not to be confused with any spurious imitations) Send $2 5.00 to: 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr., 4701 Sangamore Rd., Bethesda, MD 20816 jJq 


| j Here's my 25 bucks. 


No Postage 


No Handling 
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City 























Dear Customer: 

Thank you (very; mucfi for your pre-publication order for Walter 
of United States Half Cents, 1793-1857. 


Breen's Encyclopedia 


We extend to you ourfgj hcerej a pologies for the delay‘in completing your order, but 
we have encountered some-addlfmhil delays in ^productiontbFBi^Fobkl However 
aside from some minor corrections and artwork, everything isfjus? about ready to go to 
the printer andbinder within two weeks. 


This magnificent book has now reached epic proportion^ — over 400 pages — and is 
the finest literary effort ever produced by the legendary Walter Breenl We believe that 
this will become one of the most popular books ever published in the field of numismatic 
literature. 


We only ask that you indulge us with your patience a little while longer When you 
receive your copy of this magnum opu& on United States half cents, keep it for two weeks, 
read it enjoy it, and if you do not feel as we, and many half cent specialists who have 
perused the original manuscript do, that this is one of the greatest books ever published 
in the field of numismatics, simply return your copy for any reason whatsoever — and 
we will immediately refund your purchase price, plus postage. 


Very truly yours, 

J—. ICM^ 


Jack Collins 
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Hundreds of informative pages that include new historical data never 
before published, the Mint's untold scandals, unpublished subvarieties, 
accurate rarity ratings, pedigree information on the Finest Known exam¬ 
ples, proof issues, die emission sequences, plus an enlarged photographic 
grading guide! Also included are hundreds of superb quality illustrations 
in both black-and-white and full color! Large format, hardbound. 
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